KIRILLOV. FERAPONTOVO

Tri Quadrata Publishing House (Moscow) announces the publication of KIRILLOV. FERAPONTOVO, by William Craft Brumfield. The text, in both Russian and English, presents a survey of the history and architecture of two of the most important Russian monastic ensembles: the Saint Kirill Belozerskii Dormition Monastery and the Saint Ferapont Nativity of the Virgin Monastery, both of which are located in the Vologda region. Interspersed throughout the text are the author's photographs of architectural details as they appear in the discussion. The text also contains notes to Russian research sources.

The main part of the book consists of a comprehensive survey of the architectural monuments as recorded in color and black-and-white photographs taken by the author during several visits from 1991 to 2001. Each caption contains the date of the photograph. Included in the survey of the Saint Kirill Belozerskii Monastery is the interior of the Dormition Cathedral, which has been the object of a prolonged restoration effort. Of special interest are the frescoes in the north gallery, which comprise one of the most important depictions of the Apocalypse in Russian art.

The Ferapontov Monastery is also photographed in detail, including the interior of the Cathedral of the Nativity of the Virgin. These frescoes, painted at the beginning of the 16th century by the renowned Moscow artist Dionisii and his sons, are on the UNESCO World Heritage List. The intention of this book is not to give a detailed reproduction of the frescoes, but to convey a sense of the relation between painting and interior space.

In addition to the monastic structures, the book contains photographs of secular structures surrounding both monasteries. The book concludes with a photographic essay devoted to the Goritskii-Resurrection Convent, located on the Sheksna River.

Total length: 216 pages.

The publication of this book was made possible by a grant from the Vologda Perspectives foundation General support for the author's work in the Russian north has been provided by the office of the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts, Tulane University. 
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